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GOING about among the people, one has so many controversies and quarrels to settle, so many cases to hear either formally or informally (the more informally the better) that he might be led to believe that the native of India is especially litigious. One very often hears this charge made against him; but it is at least doubtful whether it is not due to a superficial view of the case. There is no doubt that there is a great deal of litigation, and that, in view of the numbers of the population and of the wealth and commerce of the country, there is more litigation than one would naturally expect. This may, however, be due, partly to the alteration in the habits of the people resulting from the system which we have ourselves introduced, and to the passing away of the local influences for peace and justice which used to prevail before our system; partly to the ignorance of our system on the part of the great mass of the community, and to the power which their knowledge of the system gives to the more powerful minority; partly to the centralisation of our law courts and the ignorance of native habits, opinions, and feelings, which far too frequently characterise the Judges; and partly to the improvidence of the people.
In the old days there was no elaborate system of Judicial administration. There was no attempt on the part of the Government to provide for the settlement of all disputes by highly paid courts. The great majority of the disputes, which now arise among the people of the interior, either did not arise at all on account of the force of public opinion, or were settled
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